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Entrance Hymn


Happy in the Presence
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Greeting
Priest: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And with your spirit.
A warm welcome is extended to the children and all present on this special occasion.

Penitential Rite
Priest:
Jesus asks us to show love – sometimes we don’t show love. So let us ask God to forgive us. Let us acknowledge our sins as we prepare to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.
All: Amen.
Priest: Lord, have mercy.		All: Lord, have mercy.
Priest: Christ, have mercy.		All: Christ, have mercy.
Priest: Lord, have mercy.		All: Lord, have mercy.








































Collect (Opening Prayer)

Priest: Let us pray.
O God, who have been pleased to gladden the world
by the Resurrection of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
grant, we pray,
through His Mother, the Virgin Mary,
we may receive the joys of everlasting life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,
who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Liturgy of the Word


First Reading
This letter is from the Acts of the Apostles which tells us about how the first followers of Jesus lived.				                                  2:42–47

The followers of Jesus spent their time learning from the apostles, and they were like family to each other. They also broke bread and prayed together.
Everyone was amazed at the many miracles and wonders that the apostles worked.
All the Lord’s followers often met together, and they shared everything they had. They would sell their property and possessions and give the money to whoever needed it.
Day after day they met together in the temple. They broke bread together in different homes, and shared their food happily and freely, while praising God.
Everyone liked them, and each day the Lord added to their group others who were being saved.
The word of the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God.



































Responsorial Psalm
This is the Day (Sung)				    Psalm 117
Second Reading
cf. 1 Cor 11:23–26
Saint Paul wrote this letter to tell people what happened at the Last Supper.
My friends, this is what I received from the Lord, and now I pass it on to you. On the night before He died the Lord Jesus took bread. He thanked God for the bread and said, “This is my body which is for you.” 
In the same way He took the cup after supper and said, “This cup of wine is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this in memory of Me.” So, until Jesus comes again, every time we eat this bread and drink this cup we show how He died out of love for us.
The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation 
Gospel
Priest: The Lord be with you.	
All: And with Your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
This is the story of Jesus and the children.
People were bringing the little children to Him for Him to bless them.  But the disciples turned them away.  When Jesus saw what was happening He said, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them, bring them to me.  Do you not know that they are among God’s closest friends?” The children were brought to Him.  He put His arms around them, laid His hands on them and gave them His blessing.
Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.
































HOMILY
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest:
Let us turn to God our loving Father as we pray for these His special children and all who need His help today.

1. We pray for God’s family in all parts of the world.
We pray for boys and girls everywhere. Look after them all and keep them safe.
Lord hear us.
All: Lord Graciously hear us

2. We pray for all who love and help us – our parents and teachers, our families and friends. Help us to love them in return.
Lord hear us.
All: Lord Graciously hear us

3. We pray for all the boys and girls who receive Jesus today for the very first time in Holy Communion. May Jesus look after us today and every day.
Lord hear us.
All: Lord Graciously hear us

4. We pray for all the boys and girls who have no food.
May those who have plenty to eat, share with those who have not.
Lord Jesus help us to think of others in everything we say and do.
Lord hear us.
All: Lord Graciously hear us






































       5. God of mercy, we thank You for the gift of Mary. May her prayers strengthen us, heal the sick and help us to be generous and kind. 
Lord hear us.
All: Lord Graciously hear us

      6. We ask God to bless all our loved ones who have died.
We thank God for their lives and all they meant to us.
We remember them in a special way today.
Lord hear us.
All: Lord Graciously hear us


   7.  We pray for the elderly in our community. 
May there always be someone to look after them and keep them safe from harm.
Lord Hear Us
All: Lord Graciously Hear Us
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Offertory Procession

Instrumental
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The priest receives the gifts from the children and then offers them to God on our behalf while the hymn is being sung. At the end of the hymn, he prays:


Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father.

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of His name, for our good, and for the good of all His Holy Church.































Prayer over the Gifts

Priest: Receive, holy Father, this offering of our humility,
which we bring You with joy
as we commemorate the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and grant, we pray, that it may be for us,
who are joined to the sacrifice of Christ,
our consolation on earth and our eternal salvation.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.


Eucharistic Prayer for Masses with Children III
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.
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The Priest continues:
You are the living God;
You have called us to share in Your life,
and to be happy with You for ever.
You raised up Jesus, Your Son,
the first among us to rise from the dead,
and gave Him new life.
You have promised to give us new life also,
a life that will never end, a life with no more anxiety and suffering.
And so, Father, we gladly thank You
with everyone who believes in You;
with the Saints and the Angels, we rejoice and praise You, saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts.   
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation kneels as the Eucharistic Prayer continues. This prayer asks God to transform the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Jesus.
Priest: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim Your death O Lord until You come again.
The Eucharistic Prayer continues until it concludes:

Priest: Through Him, and with Him and in Him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is Yours forever and ever.    AMEN
































COMMUNION RITE
At the Saviour’s command, and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant us peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and forever.

Rite of Peace
Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.
Priest: Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
LAMB OF GOD

All	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
	have mercy on us.
	Lamb of God, you take away the  sins of the world,
	have mercy on us.
          Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
          grant us peace.






















































Invitation to Holy Communion

Behold the Lamb of God. This is the Bread of Life. It is Jesus. Come and receive Him in your First Holy Communion. Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.

All:
Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

First Holy Communion children stand



Children’s Prayer Before Communion.

Lord Jesus, come to me.
Lord Jesus, give me your love.
Lord Jesus, come to me and give me yourself.

Lord Jesus, friend of children, come to me
Lord Jesus, you are my Lord and my God.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.





































Communion Hymns
Céad Mile Fáilte 
Eat this Bread 
Hosea 

Children’s Prayer After Communion
(To be said quietly by the First Communion children when they return to their seats after receiving Holy Communion.)
Lord Jesus, I love and adore you. You’re a special friend to me.
Welcome, Lord Jesus, O welcome. Thank you for coming to me.

Thank you, Lord Jesus, O thank you for giving Yourself to me.
Make me strong to show Your love wherever I may be.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever and love me I pray
Bless all of us children in your loving care
And bring us to heaven to live with you there.

I’m ready now, Lord Jesus to show how much I care
I’m ready now to give Your love at home and everywhere. 
Amen.

O Sacrament most Holy, O Sacrament Divine.
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment thine
(three times)
COMMUNION REFLECTION (sung)
All for Jesus 

































Prayers after Communion

1 Thank You, God our Father, for all the beautiful things You gave us to make us happy. 
You give us the sunshine and the flowers to make our world a bright place.
You give us rain to help things to grow. 
We thank You, Lord.
ALL: Lord, we thank you.

2 Thank you that I can see and enjoy your gifts,
that I can run and play with other children, 
that I can help other people and make them happy too. 
We thank you, Lord.
ALL: Lord, we thank you.

3 Thank you God for all the people who love us;
For our kind mummies and daddies and all the people who are kind to us.
They show us the love You have for us. 
We thank you, Lord.
ALL: Lord, we thank you.

4 Thank you, that we belong to your family and that You are our Father.
Thank you for Jesus who came to show us your love in a special way. 
We thank you, Lord.
ALL: Lord, we thank you.
































5 Thank you, Jesus, for coming to us today in Holy Communion.
Help us to be loving and kind like You.
Thank you Jesus for giving us Mary to be our Mother.
Mary our Mother, pray for all the people in God’s big family. 
We thank you, Lord.
ALL: Lord, we thank you.

6 Thank you God for our faith and all the people who have helped us to become members of the Church.
Thank you for the faith of the priests in our parish
Thank you for the faith of the teachers in our school and most of all thank you for the faith of our families who have brought us here today. 
We thank you, Lord.
ALL: Lord, we thank you.


Priest:
Let us pray.
Receive, holy Father, this offering of our humility,
which we bring you with joy
as we commemorate the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and grant, we pray, that it may be for us,
who are joined to the sacrifice of Christ,
our consolation on earth and our eternal salvation.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
Amen.
































Procession to Our Lady’s altar:
Instrumental 
Hymn: Lady of Knock

Children carry flowers to the side altar in honour of Mary, Queen of the May.

Final Blessing
Priest: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
Priest:
May almighty God bless you, the Father,  and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
Priest: Go forth, the Mass is ended.
All: Thanks be to God.
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Recessional Hymn

Standing in the Need of Prayer
































Our First Communicants

4A Miss McKenna
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4B Miss McGrady
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4C Mrs Davey
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